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2025 was another productive year 
for DIGA, bringing people together 
through accessible gardening,  
practical workshops, and strong 
community partnerships. 
DIGA supported participants across community gardens, expanded its accessible Home 
Gardening Planter Program, delivered hands-on workshops throughout the year, and 
continued creating inclusive gardening opportunities across Vancouver.

- The DIGA Team



2025 was a year of focusing on stability for the Disability Foundation Network. 

All affiliated society programs had milestones to be proud of: Tetra closed the year with its 
highest number of Requests for Assistance in more than two decades; ASABC logged its 
best sail count since 2019; BCMOS surpassed 600 combined hiking, cycling, and paddling 
activities; ConnecTra celebrated 25 years with a record-setting Abilities Expo; DIGA filled 
nearly every community garden plot and expanded its accessible planter program; and 
VAMS delivered approximately 700 instrument lessons and 450 recording sessions to a 
growing roster of participants. 

These achievements could not have been made possible without the support of 
approximately 600 volunteers who gave their time across our societies. 

At the Foundation level, we co-led important climate-preparedness work through the 
Vancouver Disability Solutions Network, brought the BC Spinal Cord Injury Community 
Services Network’s five member organizations together at VanDusen Botanical Garden, 
and reinstated our Community Engagement Committee to build a stronger, board-led 
fundraising future. 

We closed the year on a high note, announcing at our International Day for Persons with 
Disabilities event that Mobility Cup is returning to Vancouver in September 2026 for its 
35th anniversary—a milestone worthy of everything this Network has built over three and a 
half decades. 

To our participants, volunteers, donors, sponsors, and partner organizations: thank you for 
another year of trust, accountability, and generosity. I am proud of what we accomplished 
together in 2025, and I am genuinely excited for what 2026—and Mobility Cup’s landmark 
anniversary—has in store. 

Graeme Wyman, Executive Director

From Our 
Executive 
Director



Our 2025 Board of Directors
We gratefully acknowledge the guidance and dedication of DIGA’s Board of Directors, who  
help steer the organization with care, creativity, and a deep commitment to accessible gardening:

Caspar Ryan
Chair

Award-winning filmmaker, producer, and storyteller with extensive experience 
supporting non-profit organizations and community initiatives. Caspar brings 
communications, fundraising, and leadership experience to DIGA while helping 
grow accessible gardening opportunities. 

Simon Paradis
Vice-Chair 

A musician and songwriter with lived experience, Simon brings creativity, 
advocacy, and community leadership to DIGA through his passion for 
accessibility and inclusion. 

Elizabeth Perron
Director 

A long-time gardener and DIGA participant, Elizabeth brings personal insight, 
compassion, and a strong commitment to helping more people enjoy 
accessible gardening. 

2025 Staff Team
We acknowledge the dedicated individuals who 
powered DIGA’s work throughout the year:
Graeme Wyman — Executive Director 
Bryden Veinot — Senior Program Coordinator
Shareen Pasco — Program Coordinator
Jordan Cripps — Development Manager
Aki Barabadi — Senior Communications Officer
Joy Hayden — Fund Development Coordinator
Alice Li — Communications Engagement Assistant



2025 Highlights  
& Achievements 
•	 Supported 23 of 25 community garden plots, with participants harvesting 10–50 

pounds of produce throughout the season. 

•	 Built and distributed 6 accessible Home Gardening Planters to community members, 
with additional planters installed at GF Strong. 

•	 Delivered 7 gardening workshops, including: 

•	 Garden Planning (Tomas Burns)  

•	 Seed Starting with Alex Johnson (GardenWorks)  

•	 Kokedama Workshop  

•	 Pollinator Plants  

•	 Fermentation & Sauerkraut  

•	 Fall Planting  

•	 Native Plants with Kristen Miskelly (Satinflower Nurseries)  

•	 Partnered with GardenWorks and Green Cities Foundation to enhance the GF Strong 
Community Garden. 

•	 Continued the Home Gardening Planter Program with custom planter construction by 
Tetra volunteer Bob Potegal. 

•	 Showcased DIGA’s accessible garden during the BC Spinal Cord Injury Community 
Services Network Conference at VanDusen Botanical Garden. 

•	 Co-hosted the annual DIGA–ConnecTra Client Holiday Party. 

•	 Hosted a Holiday Lantern Making activity during the Disability Foundation’s 
International Day for Persons with Disabilities celebration in partnership with Still Moon 
Arts Society. 



Workshop &  
Program Delivery 
•	 Hosted workshops throughout the growing 

season with strong participant engagement. 

•	 Began the year with online Garden Planning 
followed by hands-on Seed Starting in 
partnership with GardenWorks. 

•	 Delivered practical workshops covering: 

•	 Kokedama  

•	 Pollinator-friendly gardening  

•	 Fermentation and sauerkraut making  

•	 Fall planting  

•	 Native plants  

Community Garden &  
Accessibility Improvements 
•	 Nearly every community garden plot was occupied during the growing season. 

•	 Participants harvested between 10 and 50 pounds of vegetables, herbs, and fruit. 

•	 Green Cities Foundation partnered with DIGA to improve the GF Strong garden. 

•	 GardenWorks President Leanne Johnson led a planting ceremony and shared expert  
gardening guidance. 

•	 Six accessible Home Gardening Planters were distributed to participants. 

•	 Two additional planters were installed at GF Strong. 

•	 Continued improving accessible gardening opportunities through partnerships across  
the community. 

Volunteer 
& Client 
Engagement 
•	 Volunteers supported DIGA participants 

throughout the gardening season. 

•	 Tetra volunteer Bob Potegal designed and 
built accessible Home Gardening Planters. 

•	 Volunteer groups helped maintain and 
improve the GF Strong Community Garden. 

•	 GardenWorks, Green Cities Foundation, Still 
Moon Arts Society and Satinflower Nurseries 
continued supporting DIGA programming. 

•	 DIGA continued creating welcoming 
gardening opportunities for participants of  
all abilities.  



Fundraising and  
Financial Overview 

Total Grants	 $29,150	 98%

Total Donations	 $575	 2%

$29,725 
Total Funds Raised

DIGA raised $29,725 in 2025 through seven gifts, with an average gift of $4,246.43. Grants provided 
the majority of funding, contributing $29,150, or 98% of the total, while direct donations contributed 
$575, or 2%. 

Funding came primarily from government and foundation partners. The City of Vancouver and the 
Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch provided core government support, while the Green Cities 
Foundation, Sienna for Seniors Foundation, and The Drummond Foundation provided essential 
foundation funding. 



Total combined  
Facebook and  

Instagram followers

1,054
Social media  

post impressions

10,511
Digital 
Reach 

Looking Ahead to 2026 
•	 Continue expanding the Home Gardening Planter Program. 

•	 Deliver educational workshops throughout the growing season. 

•	 Support participants across DIGA’s community gardens. 

•	 Strengthen partnerships that promote accessible gardening. 

•	 Continue improving inclusive gardening opportunities throughout Vancouver. 



Thank You!
To our participants, volunteers, community partners, donors, and supporters—
thank you for helping make 2025 another successful year for accessible 
gardening. We look forward to another meaningful season together in 2026. 


